
13 Colonies 
Research Project

9/24-9/25



Procedures and expectations 
When your row is called, you may take your assigned chromebook (the same 
number as your desk). 

Carefully and quietly return to your desk. 

Proceed to complete the research assignment QUIETLY by using the provided 
links and tools to locate information on your topic. 

Stay on task and do not stray to other websites. You have one warning.  After 
which you will receive a 0 on your assignment and lose chromebook 
privileges.  



Rubric 
Create chart with the following information for each of the 13 Colonies.  

1. Who obtained the charter for the land? 
2. When was the Colony founded?
3. Why was it founded? 

Bonus: 

1. What were the main jobs in the colony? (Economy) 
2. What was the environment like?
3. What was the main religion 



Presentation Chart 
Colony Year Founded Leader/ Founder Reason Founded Bonus

Massachusetts 1630 John Winthrop Religious freedom for 
Puritans



13 Colonies 
Connecticut Delaware Maryland 

New Hampshire New Jersey Georgia 

Massachusetts New York North Carolina 

Rhode Island Pennsylvania South Carolina 

Virginia 

When founded, who founded it, and why. 

Bonus: environment, economy, and religion 



09/28-29 Bell Ringer #2 
1. Name the 4 Regions of NC. 
2. What are the 5 themes of Geography (MR.HeLP) 
3. Define the word Indigenous 
4. What type of document gave Sir Walter Raleigh permission to settle NC?

a. Deed
b. Charter
c. TItle 

5. Who was the first European to circumnavigate the globe?
a. Magellan 
b. De Gama 
c. Columbus



Announcements 
If you have any make up work to turn in, today is the day! 

Progress reports go out Wednesday. Today is your last chance to give me 
anything you are missing before your parents see your grades! 

If you need to make up a test it is YOUR responsibility to coordinate that with 
me. 

Make sure your portfolio has a grade inside. add any missing work and bring 
to me today! 



13 Colonies 
Take notes as we review each of the Colonies. 

You do not need to copy everything down since you have already researched 
each colony. 

Fill in any blanks you may have missed in your chart as we go through. 



New England
Connecticut 1636 Thomas 

Hooker
Religious and Economic freedom 
Thomas H was from Mass and was asked to 
leave so he settled in Connecticut 

Religion: Puritan 
Economy: Farming 
Climate: cold winters

New Hampshire 1630 John Mason Religious and Economic freedom 
Puritans were too much for them 

Religion: Puritan 
Economy: Farming 

Massachusetts 1620 

1630

William 
Bradford
John Winthrop

Religious Freedom for separatists 
Religious freedom for Puritans
Winthrop was a pastor and lead 
the colony  

Religion: Puritan 
Economy: Farming, ship 
building, fishing

Rhode Island 1636 Roger 
Williams 

Religious Freedom 

Wanted to tolerate Christian 
religions 

No set religion 
Economy: Farming 



Middle Colonies 
Delaware 1638 Peter Minuit Trade and profits 

Originally a Swedish colony, then Dutch, 
then English 

New Jersey 1660 Lord Berkley Trade and profits 

Swedish then became English 

Mixed Farming 

New York 1626 Peter Minuit Trade and profits 

Originally Dutch,  taken over by English in 
1664

Farming 

Pennsylvania 1682 William 
Penn 

Religious freedom for Quakers 
Trade and profits 

religion: Quaker 
Wheat Farming 



Southern Colonies 
Maryland 1634 George Calvert Religious freedom for Catholics Catholic 

Farming - Tobacco 

Georgia 1733 James 
Olgethorpe 

Debtor colony Anglican 
Rice farming 

NC 1653 Lord Proprietors Trade and profits Anglican 
Rice Farming 

SC 1670 Proprietors Trade and profits 
Anglican 
Rice 

Virginia 1607 Virginia 
Company 

Trade and profits Anglican 
Tobacco 



Geography 



In your groups, pick out the 13 colonies from the following story. 



Georgette the Jersey Cow
and the 13 Colonies

Georgette the Jersey Cow loves to ware a pink and sparkly tutu 
to school.  Tonight she is having dinner with her friends and study 
group; Penny the Rhinoceros, Mary the Macaw, and Silas the 
Yorkshire terrier.  Penny is preparing a very sweet new Virginia 
ham with fried green beans.  Mary is bringing rocky road ice cream 
for dessert.  After dinner, they will complete their homework, 
connect-the-dots map for social studies and the science assignment 
is to record the mass of thirteen objects using the triple beam 
balance.  After dinner and completing their homework, they will 
take a bike ride and sing Christmas Carols to the neighborhood.



Group work expectations 
You will be working in groups for the next assignment. 

1. Stay on task and work quickly - you only have 15 minutes 
2. Use your inside voices 
3. be kind and cooperative 
4. everyone will contribute and take notes 
5. be ready to share your work with the class

Failure to follow these expectations results in a 0 on the assignment. If you are 
repeatedly asked to stay on task you will be given a step. 



Group work 
In groups of 3 review your 13 Colonies research chart. (if you do not have 
access to yours, do not stress, we have books!) 

Using the red books provided if necessary, compare the reasons for colonizing 
the areas in your assigned region (New England, Middle, and Southern 
colonies). Each person should take notes and answer the following questions: 

1. Is there a common theme for colonizing? 
2. What are the similarities between colonies in that area? 
3. Are there differences? 

You have 15 minutes. Each group will present their findings to the class. 



Crash Course

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=o69TvQqyGdg


Crash Course Questions  
1. What crop did they create plantations for in Virginia? 
2. What could parents be punished for in Massachusetts for not teaching 

their children to do? 
3. For what reason were most of the colonies settled?

a. Money 
b. Religious freedom
c. Political Equality 



Homework 
Review the Geography of the 13 Colonies. 

Quiz next class 

Vocabulary: Pick 3 of the following words to define in your own words 

1. Joint Stock Company 
2. Indentured Servant
3. Mercantilism 
4. Monarchy 
5. Monopoly 
6. Coverture 



Vocabulary 
Partner up!. 

Complete the 4 square vocabulary assignment for 3 of the vocabulary words. 

Be ready to share your work! We will be posting these in the room! 


